
Let us speak about Energy Security and Political Independence 
 
Caught between China to the north and India to the south, Nepal is known to the public only as "top 

of the world". Passionate of mountains forever, i have recently made a trek that led me to the 

Annapurna Base Camp (ABC). Located at 4130 m altitude, it is the only place from where you can 

admire the sunrise on this majestic peak of 8091 m that the French climber Maurice Herzog was the 

first to win on 3 June 1950. 

 

 
 

 Annapurna (8081m) first from ABC (Annapurna Base Camp) at the sun rise 

Daulaghiri (8171 m) from Pon Hill 

 

Resulting in the tectonic collision1 between Indian rigid plate (which was part of Africa hundred million 

years ago and left Madagascar on the way) and Eurasia plate some 10 million years ago, Himalaya is 

by far the highest mountain range in the world. It has 14 peaks over 8000 meters including Mount 

Everest (8848m) that the British Hillary and his famous sherpa Tenzing Norgay climbed in 1953. 

 

 
 

Tectonic collisions between India and Eurasia 

 

                                                
1 http://www.insu.cnrs.fr/terre-solide/lithosphere-continentale/himalaya-que-s-est-il-passe-lors-de-la-collision-inde-asie 



Himalayas is a world of excess that can only be described with superlative: the highest peaks, the 

steepest slopes, the largest glacier, the most opposite climates, the deepest valleys, the most 

abundant waterfalls, the most diverse, fauna and flora. Where in the Alps the trees give way to lichens 

from 2000m, in the Himalayas luxuriant vegetation remains until 3700 m. 

 

The Himalaya has always fascinated man2. Despite extreme climatic and topographic conditions, 

nomad populations have settled in the foothills, flanks and high valleys. The sedentary Himalayan 

population is today estimated at 40 millions people living mainly below 3500 meters both in the 

lowlands and the highlands. Nepal’s population is 30 million people for a surface of 150000 km2 that 

is 200 inhab/sq-km…two times that of France. They live mainly in the south (extension of the Indian 

plain), at average altitude in the center and in the foothills of the Himalaya. The most important cities 

are the capital Kathmandu (1350m above sea level, 1 million inhabitants) and Pokahara (1000 m, 250 

000 inhabitants). 

 

 
 

Nepal is isolated between the two big emergents: China in the North, India in the South.  

South access is easy whereas in the North Himalaya represents a huge bottleneck 

http://www.globalcitymap.com/nepal/himalaya-map.html   

 

Independent since 1768, but geographically isolated with no sea access, stuck between the two largest 

emerging countries and without any mineral resources, Nepal is one of the poorest countries of the 

world. With a GDP/capita of $730 per year, a large part of its population lives below the poverty line 

with less than $2/day. 

 

Access to energy (gas and oil), which depends entirely on the goodwill of the " Indian great brother", 

has become a particularly acute problem for the new government of KP Oli Sharman which is not fully 

aligned with the Indian authorities. Under the classic sacrosanct “defense of Indian minorities”, India 

has set Nepal under oil & gas embargo creating a "humanitarian crisis Violating the UN charter" said 

Oli. The Nepalese city undergoes daily fuel scarcity: power shutdown, heating shortages, planes, cars 

and bus waiting for fuel, endless queues at fuel distribution points. And this happens despite a huge 

untapped hydroelectric potential not easy to develop given the logistical constraints and levels of 

investment required. The industry including that of crushing is strongly affected by the embargo. After 

the catastrophic earthquake on 25 April 2015 (7.8 on the Richter scale, 8000 dead, 14,000 wounded, 8 

million affected) that ravaged part of the country this fuel crisis kills tourism which represents the first 

source of foreign currency and takes a significant part in Nepal's GDP.  

                                                
2 http://www.zonehimalaya.net/Himalaya/himalaya.htm 



The energy policy which relies on a single source of petroleum products is responsible of this 

situation. According to K Bahadur Bisht president of Independent Power Producer Association3, “apart 

a short term discussion with Indian authorities to resolve the current crisis, the government must 

diversify oil & gas imports of petroleum products and develop an appropriate strategy with its northern 

Chinese neighbor. However, this can be only a long term solution as the Himalayan chain represents a 

huge bottleneck requiring to develop heavy infrastructures (roads, tunnels, pipeline, storage facilities). 

Nepal needs also to further develop its hydropower capacities which requires a privatization of the power 

sector”.   

 

 
 

Gas line on the main road between Kathmandou and Pokhara 

 

However, in the mountains the rules are quite different. No roads, no railway, no airport. Agriculture 

autarchic is performed using archaic tillage methods. Up to 2500m altitude, villages are supplied by 

donkeys and beyond only the strength of the Sherpas can bring the essential goods.  

 

 
 

Donkeys and sherpas bringing essential goods in villages 

 

                                                
3 K Bahadur Bisht (2015) “Being dependent on other countries for energy is not goos for economy” The 

Himalayan 16 november 2015 



And, this rural and mountain world has obviously no access to the national electricity network which is 

already experiencing the greatest difficulty, for the reasons mentioned above, to supply urban 

populations. "In France we do not have oil but we have ideas" it was said after the oil shock of 1973. 

For lighting, cooking, heating or producing hot water many original ideas have been developed. For 

example, wood that is found in abundance up to altitudes of nearly 4000 meters finds many 

applications: cooking, heating and hot water generation in very clever stoves in which the cold water 

from streams is heated to the right temperature to allow taking the salutary late afternoon shower.  

 

Rudimentary hydroelectric facilities using forced water pipes provide to remote villages electricity in 

abundance. There are also many micro solar panels to heat or light a building. Contrary to Kathmandu 

or Pokhara dependent on the national electricity network, the Highlanders finally undergo few power 

shortage. And this electricity is valued: you will pay between one and three Euros to charge your 

mobile phone during the night. Surprisingly internet is available in most village with reasonable speed 

to allow basic communication. 

 

Hot water

Cold water

 
 

Examples of local energy systems for heating,  

cooking, hot water or micro hydroelectric generation 

 

Conclusion 

A critical energy supply with a single provider often means loss of political independence. The relation 

between Nepal and India is quite similar to that between Russia and Ukraine whose energy supply 

fully depends on the Russian “big brother”. Remember that president Ianoukovytch was put in place by 

Kremlin and strictly implemented a politic imposed by the Poutine’s administration in particular with 

respect to the EU. When Ianoukovytch was put out of power, the new elected president Petro 

Porochenko tried to take distance with Russia and open closer relations with EU. We know the violent 

reaction of the big brother considering in retaliation that Crimea should become Russian again under 

the name of sacrosanct Russian minorities, an argument used repeatedly by senior dignitaries Nazis in 

Austria, Tchecoslovakia and Poland. 

 

It is therefore understandable why historic “small brothers” like Poland or Baltic recently emancipated 

in the European Union consider their energy independence with respect to Russia at the top of their 

political agenda. The reduction of their GHG emissions is therefore for them a secondary target.  

 


